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Current planning guidance with respect to land 
ownership is provided by the 1979 Dillon MFP 
as supplemented by State Director guidance 
issued in 1984 (USDI-BLM 1984a). This 
guidance was later amended by the 1989 State 
Director’s guidance pertaining to access (see the 
“Access” section below).  This direction 
establishes land exchange as the predominant 
method of land ownership adjustment.  It also 
establishes retention, disposal, and acquisition 
criteria to be used in categorizing the public 
lands. Criteria in the supplement were used to 
identify retention zones within the planning area.  
There are currently approximately 814,741 acres 
(90%) of BLM lands located within retention 
zones in the planning area. These retention 
zones typically include the better blocked BLM 
lands that meet the retention criteria.  Although 
lands in retention zones can be disposed of when 
significant public benefits are realized, the goal 
generally is to retain or enhance public land 
holdings within these zones.  Lands outside 
these retention zones are generally available for 
the full range of land ownership adjustment 
opportunities – including retention, exchange, 
sale, or transfer.  Land ownership adjustment 
proposals in  the planning area are analyzed in 
project specific reviews using the 
aforementioned guidance.   
 
Since the completion of the Dillon MFP in 
September of 1979, the primary means of land 
ownership adjustment within the planning area 
has been through exchange.  Twenty-three 

completed during this time period.  The DFO 
has been using exchanges extensively to 
improve public land ownership patterns by 
generally disposing of small, isolated tracts of 
public land with limited resource values and 
acquiring non-Federal land with higher public 
resource values adjacent to larger blocks of 
public land. Lands in the planning area have also 
been used in exchanges mandated by Congress.  
During this same time period, the DFO has also 
completed one land purchase along the 
Beaverhead River about 12 miles southwest of 
Dillon and one public land sale approximately 
17 miles north of Dillon.  
 
The Recreation and Public Purposes (R & PP) 
Act authorizes the transfer of public lands in 
addition to leases when it serves the public 
interest.  The DFO completed five R & PP 
transfers since the approval of the MFP.  Three 
of the transfers have been to Montana FWP for 
additions to Bannack State Park, one has been to 
Madison County for a historic monument, and 
one to the Montana Heritage Commission also 
for historic monument purposes.  During this 
same time period, no lands have been conveyed 
for agricultural entries under the Desert Land 
Act or Carey Act, nor have any lands been 
conveyed for airport grants, Indian allotments, 
color-of-title actions, railroad or state grants.   
 
Table 21 lists land ownership adjustment 
actions for the planning area since the 
completion of the Dillon MFP in September of 

 
Table 21.   Land Ownership Adjustment Actions Since 1979 
 

Type of Action Number of 
Actions 

Acres 
Disposed 

Acres 
Acquired 

Public Sales 1 20  ---  
Purchases 1  2,244  
R&PP Transfers 5 1,270  ---  
Land Exchanges 23 38,343  21,682  

Total Acres 39,633  23,926  
 


